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All-Party Parliamentary Group on Radiotherapy | Annual General Meeting | Minutes
Wednesday 29th March 2023 | 2:00pm
Attendees
· Tim Farron MP, Chair of the All-Party Parliamentary Group on Radiotherapy
· Baroness Golding, Vice-Chair
· Theresa Villiers MP
· Jeff Smith MP
· Greg Smith MP
· Professor Pat Price, Radiotherapy UK (Secretariat)
· Sarah Quinlan, Radiotherapy UK (Secretariat)
· Lynsey Rice, Radiotherapy UK (Secretariat)
· Daniel Laing, Radiotherapy4Life
· Sarah Taylor, Radiotherapy4Life
Agenda chaired by Tim Farron MP
1. Introduction from the Chair
1. APPG RT AGM
1. Election of officers
1. Approval of Income and Expenditure Statement
1. Update on the urgent situation in radiotherapy services
1. APPG-RT Next steps and actions
1. AOB 
Introduction from Chair
Chair of the APPG Tim Farron MP introduced the AGM. 
He provided background on the APPG and highlighting that cancer affects 1 in 2 people and the need for a focus on radiotherapy to support cancer patients.  He noted that underinvestment in radiotherapy services was a historical issue and is reflected in the current situation where the UK is nowhere near meeting international standards for primary access to radiotherapy (27% compared to 53%), in numbers of equipment, and overall cancer budget expenditure (only 5% of the cancer budget is spent on radiotherapy). This is despite radiotherapy being an extremely cost-effective treatment.   He also highlighted his commitment to this group working together on a close cross-party basis to support all those with cancer in the UK. 
Election of Officers
It was agreed that Tim Farron would stay on as Chair. All current Vice-Chairs were also re-elected and new Vice Chairs added: 
· Grahame Morris MP
· Henry Smith MP
· Derek Thomas MP
· Baroness Golding
· Lord Rennard
· Theresa Villiers MP
· Jeff Smith MP
· Greg Smith MP 

Approval of income and expenditure statement 
Sarah Quinlan from Radiotherapy UK gave an update on the income and expenditure of the APPG. This was approved.
Update on the cancer backlog and urgent situation in radiotherapy services
Sarah Quinlan provided a summary of the current situation regarding the cancer backlog. She highlighted the recent NHS data which showed that nearly 1 in 2 cancer patients are waiting longer than the target of 62 days for their cancer treatment. This is deeply concerning because every four weeks of delay in cancer treatment leads to a 10% increase in risk of death.   
She noted that these record-breaking waits were within the context of a Cancer Control plan being replaced by a Major Diseases Strategy and a projected 500,000 cancer patients diagnosed with cancer by 2040.  Additionally, she highlighted that the focus on early diagnosis, although welcome, will also require increased capacity in radiotherapy as one of the most appropriate treatments to eliminate disease effectively. 
Recent technological advances in radiotherapy offer low risk, hi-tech digital solutions that have the potential to transform radiotherapy services, but it will take leadership, vision and will to change failing systems and structures. 
Greg Smith MP noted that even within his constituency, access to cancer treatments where incredibly variable even where patients lived on the same street.  Baroness Golding re-iterated the importance of up-to-date equipment in the delivery of radiotherapy  and asked how much of the delay was due to communications and decision pathways.  In response, Professor Pat Price noted that bureaucracy was holding up advances and a clear direction and leadership was required from NHS senior management. 
Tim Farron noted the launch of the APPG-RT report for the ‘Radiotherapy and the cancer crisis’ inquiry that the APPG held in January 2023.  The inquiry heard evidence from frontline workforce and industry providers and found evidence of a radiotherapy workforce under pressure, frequent use of equipment past the recommended age, a disparity in implementing new technologies such as AI, issues with accessing radiotherapy, stifling bureaucracy and a systemic lack of investment and leadership
APPG-RT Next Steps
Following and engaging discussion, it was agreed that the APPG-RT would formally write and request meetings with the Minister of Treasury, Jeremy Hunt and the Minister of Science, George Freeman.
It was agreed that the group would also co-ordinate to push for a Westminster Hall debate and reconvene phase 2 of the inquiry inviting NHS officials to respond.
Professor Price took the opportunity at the closing of the meeting to thank the members of the APPG from the radiotherapy community and patients. 
Closing, Tim Farron said that radiotherapy offers many cost-effective and advanced solutions that could save cancer patients lives with the right investment and service implementation. 
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56. Mohammad Yasin MP (Labour for Bedford)
57. Chris Bryant MP (Labour for Rhondda)

58. lan Byme MP (Labour for Liverpool West Derby)

59. Tan Lavery MP (Labour for Wansbeck)

60. Tony Lloyd MP (Labour for Rochdale)

61. Rebecca Long Baikey MP (Labour for Salford and Fccles)
62. Siobhain McDonagh MP (Labour for Mitcham and Morden)
63. lan Mcams MP (Labour for Gateshead)

64. Andy Slaughter MP (Labour for Hammersmith)

65. Rt Hon John Spellar MP (Lubour for Warley)

66. Zarah Sultana MP (Labour for Coventry South)

67. Jack Dromey MP (Labour for Birmingham, Erdington)

68. Mike Hill MP (Labour for Hartlepool)

69. Barbara Keeley MP (Labour for Worsley and Fecles South)
70. Taiwo Owatemi MP (Labour for Coventry North West)

71. Rachael Maskell MP (Labour/Co-operative for York Central)
72. Alex Cunningham MP (Labour for Stockion North)

73. Tanmanjeet Singh Dhesi MP (Labour for Slough)

74. Rt Hon John Healey MP (Labour for Wentworth and Deame)
75. Rachel Hopkins MP (Labour for Luton South)

76. Darren Jones MP (Labour for Bristol North West)

77. Rt Hon Kevan Jones MP (Labou for North Durham)

78. Ruth Jones MP (Labour for Newport West)

79. Afzal Khan CBE MP (Labour for Manchester Gorton)

$0. Stephen Morgan MP (Labour for Portsmouth South)

81. Marie Rimmer CBE MP (Labour for St Helens South and Whiston)
82. Rt Hon Valerie Vaz MP (Labour for Walsall South)

3. Matt Western MP (Labour for Warwick and Leamington)
84. Danicl Zeichner MP (Labour for Cambridge)

85. Vicky Foxcroft MP (Labour for Lewisham Deptford)

86. Mary Foy MP (Labour for City of Durham)

87. Lilian Greenwood MP (Labour for Nottingham South)

88, Clive Lewis MP (Labour for Norwich South)

9. Kerry McCarthy MP (Labour for Bristol East)

90. Navendu Mishra MP (Labour for Stockport)

91. Barry Sheerman MP (Labour/Co-operative for Huddersfield)
92. Tulip Siddiq MP (Labour for Hampstead and Kilburn)

93. Cat Smith MP (Labour for Lancaster and Fleetwood)

94. Catherine McKinnell MP (Labour for Newcastle upon Tyne North)
95. Alex Davies-Jones MP (Labour for Pontypridd)

96. Martyn Day MP (Scottish National Party for Linlithgow and East Falkirk)
97. Marsha De Cordova MP (Labour for Batiersea)

98. Stephen Kinnock MP (Labour for Aberavon)

99. Jim Shannon MP (DUP for Strangford)

100. Richard Burgeon MP (Labour for Leeds Fast)

101. Rt Hon Jeremy Corbyn MP (Labour for Islington North)
102 Apsana Begum MP (Labour for Poplar and Limehouse)




